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JOHN CALVIN NEWS

PASTOR NOTES

A “Missional” Perspective

Only hours after the disciples betrayed and abandoned Jesus, they witnessed the
horror of his death by crucifixion. But, they were soon to be privileged to also wit-
ness the divine act, which began to turn the world upside down. They and many

others became eyewitnesses of the risen Lord.

Weeks and many experiences would pass before they would realize what and
whom they had witnessed. Receipt of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was the culmi-
nating event that would open their eyes and change their lives for the benefit of
God’s eternal glory. After Pentecost, they went into the world with abandon seek-
ing to proclaim the Gospel with no apparent regard for the consequences; even

death. Church tradition tells us that many of them did die for their faith.

The reality of their transformation is interesting and inspiring. But the thing | find
quite remarkable is the undeniable connection between the shape of their lives
after Pentecost and the last command they received from the Lord. The risen Lord
told them just before his ascension: “...But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”2 Had Jesus spoken to them in
today’s vernacular, he might have said, “I will take up residence in you. Thereafter,
you will make decisions and carry out the dictates of those decisions with my
power because | will accomplish them through you. You will know that everything |
have told you is true and you will fearlessly proclaim my message to the world.”
And so they did. They established the church for the purpose of carrying the mes-
sage of God’s love and grace to the world. And, as disciples of the same Lord, their
calling is our calling.

God is doing amazing things around the world! As a fellowship of disciples of the
same Lord, we are called to build long-term, cross-cultural and global relation-
ships, spanning the geographic, racial and ethnic diversity of God’s people. As your
pastor, | am committed to our becoming “missional” Presbyterians and it is my
prayer that you, too, will hear the Lord’s call to be witnesses.

As we become “missional”, rather than a church with a mission program, we will
have opportunities to learn what our gifts are and how we can share our gifts with
the Church throughout the world. We will seek the support, admonition, and exam-
ple of our global partners in mission. We will become involved in direct “two-way”
relationships with other followers of Jesus around the world. We will help one an-
other expand and deepen these relationships - congregations helping congrega-
tions - in order that the Gospel of Jesus Christ may be proclaimed from every-
where to everyone. We must, however, develop means to efficiently share informa-
tion among ourselves and between congregations. Therefore, we will work in part-
nership with “missional” organizations that are likewise committed to becoming
global Christians. Continued on page 2
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Above all, we need to trust in the presence and power
of God to work in and through us to accomplish God’s
mission. For, with God all things are possible. How
would John Calvin and the global Church be different
if you and your brothers and sisters in Christ really
believed that you are indwelt by God the Spirit? What
kind of change would occur in your life if you had con-
fidence that you are equipped to be God’s radical am-
bassadors of reconciliation to the world? When was
the last time you shared the message of the gospel
with another? These are questions that foster
“missional” renewal and which we will continue to

address!

1The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Ac 1:7-8). Whea-
ton: Standard Bible Society.

CHURCH LIBRARY

The church library has been rearranged recently to
make it easier to use. All church members and their
families are welcome to check out books and video-
tapes. Be sure to sign a check out card and leave it in
the box on the table. It should be open on Sunday
mornings. If you need to use it at other times, you may
check with the church secretary. Book reviews are
welcome. Contact Mary Gooden at 669-8439.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Put it on your calendar! Vacation Bible School 2008
will be held June 22nd-25th from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
in the evenings. A light supper will be served in the
fellowship hall, then everyone, both children and
adults, will go to class. The children will be looking
at what the scripture says about sharing and kind-
ness.

The mission project this year is once again en-
dorsed by the Outreach Foundation of the Presbyte-
rian Church and involves helping young African chil-
dren orphaned by AIDS.

Contact Betty Anne Smith (665-1345 or bettyas-
mith@bellsouth.net) if you are willing to help with
VBS.

MOTHER’S MORNING OUT

Mother's Morning Out began registration for the
summer and fall programs on March 3rd. If you
know anyone who might be interested in either one
or both of the programs, please contact the church
office.

TREASURER’S REPORT

February, 2008 Budgeted Actual Over/Under
Income $29,218.33 $29,230.42 $12.09 over
Expenses $29,067.50 $29,885.24 $817.74 over
Year to Date

Income $58,436.66 $53,290.54 $5,146.12 under
Expenses $58,135.00 $55,627.59 $2,809.07 under
Pledge Income $50,250.00 $43,739.50 $6,510.50 under

The fact that member contributions to the general budget are 12% behind in the first two months is a real con-
cern. The church began the year with a capital (working) fund of $25,000.00. That fund has been depleted by
$2,337.05. But for the fact that expenses have been held down, it would have been considerably more. If
member contributions continue under budget, it will become necessary to make adjustments to make the

budget conform to income. You can help by making contributions in a timely manner.
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NURSERY NEEDS

Did you know that we currently have nine children
who regularly attend our toddler Sunday School
class? As they mature, new items are needed for
their time in the nursery. Recently some new toys
have been purchased but their teachers have vi-
sions of more things for them to use. A “wish list”
has been prepared for anyone who might want to
add to the supplies in that room. If you want to

know more contact Karen Pattillo or Myra Horton.

Fisher Price Noah’s Ark $25.99

Board Books-

Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle

Baby Bear, Baby Bear,What Do You See?

by Martin/Carle

| Love It When You Smile by Sam McBratney
| Love You So by Marianne Richmond

Any other preschool interactive books

Tonka soft trucks $9.99

Sippy cups

See ‘n Say Farmer Says $10.99

Fisher Price Little People Sets $24.99

My First Dollhouse Fisher Price $36.99

You and Me baby dolls

Little Tikes Adventure Wagon $59.99

Melissa and Doug chunky Puzzles $9.99

Patio chairs $9.99 (Toys R Us)

Little Tikes Shopping Cart $26.99

Travel Magna Doodles $9.79 (need 10- 1 for each child)
Aqua Doodle Drawing Doodle Mat $19.75

Crayola Big paper floor pad $3.99

Super size organizer Storage Bins $49.99

Always needed: stickers, snacks, glue sticks, construc-
tion paper

MEMORIALS

Betty Beck by:

Bobbie Smith
Romona Smith

Connie Carpenter by:

Joyce Hyman

Thelma and Harlan Hawkins
Courtney and Joe Stukes
Jean and Furman Brodie
Sandra and Dale Ackerman
Florence McLeod Erwin

Lola Faye Craig

Sandra Griffin

Col. Warren Lloyd by: ‘
Kelly Hewitt and Ryan Hewitt

Polly Robinson by:

Koinonia Class

Bobbie Carnell’s niece’s husband by:

Joyce Hyman

CAMP PEE DEE SUMMER 2008

Information is available at the church office about the 2008 sessions at Camp Pee Dee near Bennettsville,
SC. The camp is run by the Presbytery of New Harmony and sessions are open to children who have completed
1st-10th grade. There are Three Day and Day Camp sessions for the youngest children and Horse, Biking, and
Sports camps for older children. There are also Music, Art, and Drama sessions. Campers do not have to be
Presbyterian although those who are get a discount on fees. Readers, help spread the word about this wonder-
ful camp to any children you know. Information and registration forms can be found at
www.camppeedee.org. Children are provided with opportunities to grow physically, intellectually, emotionally,
and spiritually in the camp setting and to participate in worship, Bible study, and prayer that relate to daily
life. Talk to a member of the Christian Education Committee if you are interested in knowing more about this
camp. *****Camp scholarships are available for John Calvin members.
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MEXICO CPC MISSION TRIP

John Calvin will be heading up a Constructores Para
Cristo (CPC) mission trip to Piedros Negros, Mexico July
5th-12th. The group will build a house for a family liv-
ing in sub-standard housing often made of cardboard
and pieces of metal and wood.

In a week’s time we will, with the family’s and God’s
help build a new, clean, three room house with a con-
crete floor, good roof, doors, and windows.

We find the costs of the project have gone up since we
last participated  with the total amount around
$23,000. The house, made of concrete blocks, costs
about $7000.00. Each team member will need to
raise $1500.00 to pay for expenses for the week. Five
thousand has been invested in this mission from CPC
team members and John Calvin Church.

We are asking the congregation to partner with our
team by buying a concrete block or two at $25.00 each
and offer prayers for the family and team in Mexico.
Blocks and prayer slips will be in the Narthex after
Easter.

There are still available spaces for other volunteers to
join the mission trip. Prayerfully consider this opportu-
nity.

Your 4CPC Team working with missions through JCPC

Women’s Sunday- April 13th

Ms. Dottie Metropol will be the guest speaker on
Women’s Sunday, April 13th. She is a certified
Christian Educator and a Minister of Word and Sac-
rament in the PCUSA. She is a graduate of Win-
throp College [B.A.], Presbyterian School of Chris-
tian Education [M.A.C.E.], and Union-PSCE, Char-
lotte , NC [M.Div.]. For the five years between Win-
throp College and PSCE, she was a social worker in
Bennettsville , South Carolina. During that time,
Dottie left the UMC and became an active member
of the PCUS. As a DCE, Dottie has served local
churches in Arkansas , South Carolina , and North
Carolina. Presently, she is in her eleventh aca-
demic year serving as campus minister at the Spar-
tanburg Presbyterian Student Association with stu-
dents from six local colleges. She has served as a
workshop leader for local churches, presbyteries,
and synods and on presbytery committees. Dottie
has taught and led at Montreat Conferences and
Youth Trienniums, and was a curriculum writer for
grades 11 and 12 for PREM. Dottie 's interests
include golf, swimming, music, woodworking, read-
ing, camping, and baking,

Please join the women after the service for lunch.
Meat will be provided. Bring a covered dish and
help us celebrate The Women'’s Birthday Offering.

The deadline for all news is the third Monday of the
month.

If you have any news to submit, please email the in-
formation to rfdicker@renlearn.com by the deadline.

Thank you!

Rhonda Dickerson

2008 Graduates

The Women of the Church will recognize our gradu-
ates in the worship service on Sunday, May 18th.

Congratulations to:
Ryan Andrews
Amber Hewitt
Kaylen Houser
Paige Kight
Heather Gerrald




Page 5

$99906088868666888900080808888888000008888 0

TAKE THE TIME.......

One day a teacher asked her students to list the nhames of the other students in
the room on two sheets of paper, leaving a space between each name. Then she
told them to think of the nicest thing they could say about each of their class-
mates and write it down. It took the remainder of the class period to finish their

assignment, and as the students left the room, each one handed in the papers.

That Saturday, the teacher wrote down the name of each student on a separate
sheet of paper, and listed what everyone else had said about that individual. On
Monday she gave each student his or her list. Before long, the entire class was
smiling. "Really?", she heard whispered. "l never knew that | meant anything to
anyonel!" and, "l didn't know others liked me so much," were most of the com-
ments.

No one ever mentioned those papers in class again. She never knew if they dis-
cussed them after class or with their parents, but it didn't matter. The exercise
had accomplished its purpose. The students were happy with themselves and
one another.

That group of students moved on. Several years later, one of the students was
killed in Vietnam and his teacher attended the funeral of that special student.
She had never seen a serviceman in a military coffin before. He looked so hand-
some, so mature. The church was packed with his friends. One by one those who
loved him took a last walk by the coffin. The teacher was the last one to bless
the coffin. As she stood there, one of the soldiers who acted as pallbearer came
up to her. "Were you Mark's math teacher?", he asked. She nodded. "Yes." Then

he said, "Mark talked about you a lot."

After the funeral, most of Mark's former classmates went together to a lunch-
eon. Mark's mother and father were there, obviously waiting to speak with his
teacher. "We want to show you something", his father said, taking a wallet out of
his pocket. "They found this on Mark when he was killed. We thought you might
recognize it." Opening the billfold, he carefully removed two worn pieces of note-
book paper that had obviously been taped, folded and refolded many times. The
teacher knew without looking that the papers were the ones on which she had
listed all the good things each of Mark's classmates had said about him. "Thank
you so much for doing that," Mark's mother said. "As you can see, Mark treas-

ured it.”

All of Mark's former classmates started to gather around. Charlie smiled rather
sheepishly and said, "l still have my list. It's in the top drawer of my desk at
home." Chuck's wife said, "Chuck asked me to put his in our wedding album." "l
have mine too, Marilyn said. It's in my diary.” Then Vicki, another classmate,
reached into her pocketbook, took out her wallet and showed her worn and fraz-
zled list to the group. "l carry this with me at all times," Vicki said and without
batting an eyelash, she continued: "l think we all saved our lists."

Please tell the people you love and care for that they are special and important.
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CHILDREN’S WORKERS for APRIL and MAY

April 30 Jennifer and Tripp Pattillo

NEWSLETTER FOLDERS

Claire McNeill Ann Parks
Leona Tomlinson Mae Taylor
Dan McNeill Frank Taylor

Thelma Hawkins
Harlan Hawkins

Ann Witt
THANK YOU!

INFANTS 2and3 Year Ol ds
April 6 Debbie Filyaw April 6 Romona Smith April 6 Allison and Chris Clarke
April 13 Mike Robb April 13 Alice Baker April 13 Carolyn Broyhill/Lisa Ard
April 20 Leona Tomlinson April 20 Heather Gerrald April 20 Phyllis Thomas
April 27 Judy Feimster April 27 Pam Bishop April 27 Laurie and Kent Carpenter
May 4 Mary Gooden May 4 Allison Clarke May 4 Jane and Tenny Moss
May 11 Marilyn Chapman May 11 Mary Howell May 11 Pam and Bob Barnett
May 18 Virginia Jordan May 18 Diane Smith May 18 Rebecca and Bill Barnett
May 25 Liz Gatchell May 25 Henry Revell May 25 Rhonda and Tim Dickerson
commiment picase contac the APRIL BIRTHDAYS
next person on the list.
April 1 Skip Bishop April 17 Charles Carnell
April 3 Cherry Gerrald Roger Hux
7 April 4 James Collar April 18 Jessica Rutten
April 6 Zachary Barrow April 19 Betty Moore
April 7 Leslie Rutten April 20 Mary Beth Harllee
April 8 Martie Rushing Amber Hewitt
April 9 Mary Gooden Keith Montrose
April 10 Suk Sasser April 21 Jenna Kight
April 12 Jean Beckham April 23 Braxton Collins
April 14 Harlan Hawkins Claire McNeill
Gwyn Voss April 27 Rachel Horton
April 15 Burnie Gerrald April 28 Kelley Ard
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES April 16 Matt Dickerson Joe Stubbs
April 29 Hunter and Keith Montrose Irene McElveen
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9:00 AM Elder Prayer Class of 8:30 AM Mother's
2009 Morning Out

9:15 AM Sunday School

10:30 AM Worship

4:00 PM Kid's Klub

4:30 PM Children's Choir

5:30 PM Handbell Choir

6 7

8:30 AM Evangelism Commit- 8:30 AM Mother's
tee Morning Out

9:00 AM Elder Prayer Class of 7:00 PM Caring &
2010 Fellowship Com-
9:15 AM Sunday School mittee

10:30 AM Worship 7:00 PM Christian
4:00 PM Kid's Klub Education Commit-
4:30 PM Children's Choir tee

5:30 PM Handbell Choir

13 14

9:00 AM Elder Prayer Class of 8:30 AM Mother's
2010 Morning Out

9:15 AM Sunday School 10:00 AM

10:30 AM Worship (Women's  Smith/Josey Circle

Sunday - Birthday Offering)

12:00 PM
Luncheon
4:00 PM
4:30 PM
5:30 PM

20

9:00 AM
2010
9:15 AM
10:30 AM
4:00 PM
4:30 PM
5:30 PM

27

9:00 AM Elder Prayer Class of

2010
9:15 AM
10:30 AM
4:00 PM
4:30 PM
5:30 PM

Covered Dish

Kid's Klub
Children's Choir
Handbell Choir

Elder Prayer Class of

Sunday School
Worship

Kid's Klub

Children's Choir

Handbell Choir

Sunday School
Worship

Kid's Klub

Children's Choir

Handbell Choir

7:30 PM Lucille
Hunter Circle

21

8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

6:30 PM Florence
Master Gardeners
7:00 PM Session
Meeting

28
8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

1

8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

6:00 PM PW Coor-
dinating Team

6:00 PM TOPS
Evening Group
7:00 PM MMO
Committee

8

8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out
10:30 AM Maidie
Vaughan Circle
6:00 PM TOPS
Evening Group
7:00 PM Mission
Committee

7:00 PM Personnel
Committee

15

8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

6:00 PM TOPS
Evening Group
7:30 PM Embroi-
ders Guild

22

8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

6:00 PM TOPS
Evening Group

29

8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

6:00 PM TOPS
Evening Group

2

8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

9:30 AM TOPS
Morning Group

9

8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

9:30 AM TOPS
Morning Group

16

8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

9:30 AM TOPS
Morning Group

23

8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

9:30 AM TOPS
Morning Group

30

8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

9:30 AM TOPS
Morning Group

3

6:30 AM Men's
Breakfast @
Shoney's

8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

9:00 AM Swamp
Fox Quilters

7:00 PM Worship
Committee

10

8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

6:00 PM Girl Scout
Troup

17

8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

9:00 AM Swamp
Fox Quilters

24

8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

11:45 AM Prime-

timers

6:00 PM Girl Scout
Troup

1

6:30 AM Men's
Breakfast @
Shoney's

8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

9:00 AM Swamp
Fox Quilters

7:00 PM Worship
Committee

4
8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

11
8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

18
8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

25

8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out

6:00 PM Holly
Gerrald/Jayme
Smith Wedding
Rehearsal

2
8:30 AM Mother's
Morning Out
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5

12

19

26

1:00 PM Holly
Gerrald/Jayme
Smith Wedding

3
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With mornings filled with new beginnings and
moonlit skies to wish and dream upon, may the
power of faith and the strength of hope always
be there to light your way.

*




