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JOHN CALVIN NEWS

PASTOR NOTES

Lent, a Season for Life

As we enter the season of Lent, which begins with Ash Wednesday on February 6, |
though it prudent to address Lent as a season for life.

The PCUSA website provides the following definition for Lent: The period of 40
days prior to Easter, the celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
grave. The word "lent" comes from the Latin word for "lengthen," because the days
of Lent occur during the springtime of the year, when the daylight hours increase.
The period consists of 40 days because the number 40 has special biblical signifi-
cance: Moses and the people of Israel were in the wilderness for 40 years; Jesus
was tempted in the desert for 40 days. Since the days of the early church, in the
decades and centuries after the death and Resurrection of Christ, Christians have
regarded the period of Lent as a time for repentance and reflection. It is invariably
marked by fasting (going without food and/or water for a period of time), by giving
up something during Lent (sweets; the sports page), and by taking on such habits
that will increase one's devotion to Christ.2

The key word in this definition is “repentance.” The Greek verb for repent often
used in the New Testament means “to change one’s mind, change of mind.”2 This
“change of mind derives from recognition that the earlier view was foolish, im-

proper or evil, there arises the sense ‘to regret,” ‘to feel remorse,’ ‘to rue.’””

That reminds me of a Lent story. An Irishman walks into a bar in Dublin, orders
three pints of Guinness and sits in the back of the room, drinking a sip out of each
one in turn. When he finishes them, he comes back to the bar and orders three
more. The bartender asks him, “You know, a pint of Guinness goes flat minutes
after | pour it; it tastes better if you drink one at a time.” The Irishman replies,
“Well, you see, | have two brothers. One is in America, the other in Australia, and
I’'m here in Dublin. When we all left home, we promised that we would have a drink
in this way to remember the days when we drank together.” The bartender admits
that this is a nice custom, and leaves it there. The Irishman becomes a regular in
the bar, and always drinks the same way, ordering three pints and drinking them
in turn. One day, he comes in and orders two pints. All the other regulars notice
this and fall silent — assuming that one of the brothers has died. When he comes
back to the bar for the second round, the bartender says, “I am very sorry for your
loss, and | want to offer my condolences on the great loss of your brother.” The
Irishman looks confused for a moment, then a light dawns in his eye and he
laughs out loud. “Oh, no,” he says. “Everyone’s fine. I've just quit drinking for
Lent.”3

Too often, that is the extent of our Lent practices. We repent either temporarily or
we fake it like the man in the story, neither of which is true repentance.

continued on page 2
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True repentance results in a change of mind, not just
a temporal change of habits or acceptance of incon-
veniences for a time. Changes of mind result in per-
manent redirection of our lives, not just for a period of
seven weeks during Lent. It can be said that anything
worth giving up for Lent is worth giving up forever to

the glory of God.

Fasting, often associated with Lent, is a spiritual disci-
pline, which can help us focus more on God and
God’s work in our lives. The scriptures describe fast-
ing as a beneficial discipline, not because food, water,
sweets or the sports page are sinful in and of them-
selves, but because giving them up and being con-
stantly reminded of the reason for having given them

up helps to focus our attention to God.

During this Lent season, allow your “giving-up” to
bring you to the point of true repentance; repentance
that lasts forever. Give prayerful consideration to the
areas of your life, which are foolish, improper or evil.
Where does sin have a foothold in your life? With the
help of God, change your mind - change your direction
- change for life - change for the glory of God. Lent is
a season for life.

1http://www.presbyterianchurchusa.com/definitions/

2Theological dictionary of the New Testament. 1964-c¢1976. Vols. 5-9
edited by Gerhard Friedrich. Vol. 10 compiled by Ronald Pitkin. (G. Kittel,
G. W. Bromiley & G. Friedrich, Ed.) (electronic ed.) (4:999). Grand Rapids,
MI: Eerdmans.

3http://www.homileticsonline.com/subscriber/illustration_search.asp?
keywords=lent

CPC MISSION DINNER

This past week, we have had some of the coldest,
wettest days of this winter. We should be thankful
for our dry, warm, secure houses. Unfortunately,
there are many people in the world who do not have
a decent house to call their own.

Please join the Mission Committee on February
10th at 6:30 pm for a Mexican dinner and a short
program. The program will be about Constructores
Para Cristo, a group who uses volunteer labor to
build decent housing in Piedras Negras, Mexico. We
would like to send a group from our church this
summer to work with C.P.C.. 1 John 3:17 says " If
anyone has material possessions and sees his
brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the
love of God be in him? "

On February 3rd, the Omega Sunday School class will
begin a new 12 part study titled They Shall Be My
People- The Divine Drama from Genesis to Revela-
tion. The study looks at stories from Genesis to Reve-
lation and shows how each “contributes to the entire
revelation of God’s Grace.” All are invited to come.

Bring a Friend Picnic

The Bring a Friend Picnic will be held on February
17th, 2008 in the Fellowship Hall after Worship.
Plan to come and bring a friend with you. The
Evangelism Committee will provide fried chicken.
Please plan to bring a dish or two to complement
the chicken.

Bible Study for Lent:

Behold the Lamb of God

Pastor Parks will lead a Bible Study beginning
Wednesday, February 6th from 6:30 -7:30 pm.

In this study written by Simon Iredale, we are re-
minded the season of Lent is more like ascending
the Himalayas than going for a pleasant walk in the
park. Iredale invites us to explore together the foun-
dations of our faith and through reflection and
prayer see how strong these foundations are in our
hearts.

As he guides us through the lenten texts, we pass
through three gardens. First, we will pass through
the garden of paradise in Genesis and seek to un-
derstand how the events that Genesis describes
affected every succeeding human generation. We
will pass through Gethsemane , the garden of deci-
sion, and strive to understand what Christ has
achieved for us through his suffering. When we
reach Easter Day and the garden of Christ's resur-
rection, we will discover that God gives us some-
thing - a new resolve, a sense of sins forgiven, and
a deeper insight into God’s compassion for us.
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On behalf of CHOICES Charter School | thank you
and your congregation so much for your generos-
ity toward our students here at CHOICES. Your
sharing with them for Christmas shows how
much you care and they are also able to see
firsthand what the love of God can and will do.
Thank you for helping us help students who need
to know that success is within their reach. God
bless you.

Gratefully,
Ralph R. Porter, Executive Director

We would like to express our love and apprecia-
tion to our church family. The year has been a
rough one for us, but with all the help we re-
ceived from JCPC we were able to make it to
2008. We want to thank you for the many phone
calls, visits, flowers, fruit baskets, and candy.
Most of all we don’t want to forget the drivers
that carried George for his treatments and the
many more that were willing to drive. We are so
grateful for the support of our brothers and sis-
ters in Christ. We love you.

George and Betty Beck

We want to thank you for taking care of us during
this special time of Mrs. Marshall’s death. You
took such good care of her during her four years
here. She looked forward to your visits, cards,
and goodies. She felt loved and a part of John
Calvin. We thank you for the prayers, cards, vis-
its, and wonderful food. It means so much to us.

Thank you again,

Marlene Huckabee, Judy Rollinson, and Nola
Marshall

Plans are underway for Vacation Bible School
this summer. If you would like to volunteer in any
capacity, please contact Betty Anne Smith at
665-1345 or bettyasmith@bellsouth.net.

It will be in the evenings from 6:00-8:00 and
there will be a light supper before classes.

MEMORIALS
Margaret Marshall by:

Laurlei and Milton Price
Mary D. Frances

Lenair and Jane Thrower
Kent and Jane Coker
Joyce Hyman

Jean McGuert, Cecelia and Martha
Mary B. Price
Susan Burley
Virginia Jordan

Ford Nalley by:

Lenair and Jane Thrower
Kent and Jane Coker

Allen Burley by:

Jackie Brumbles

Virginia Deicus by:

Lenair and Jane Thrower
Kent and Jane Coker
Susan Burley

Margie Cheek by:

Sylvia Price by:

Susan Burley Susan Burley
Rex and Pauline Gage and Bradley Gage by:

James F. Gage

In honor of Betsey Johnson by:

Leila and James Rogers

In honor of Bernice Laurie, Thelma Speas, Nora Polk,
Danny McElveen, Connie Carpenter, Nell Morgan,
Laura Harrell, Polly Robinson, and Bea King by:

Smith/Josey Circle
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CHILDREN’S WORKERS for FEBRUARY and MARCH
INFANTS 2 and 3 Year Olds Children’s Church
February 3 Judy Feimster February 3 Allison Clark Feb. 3 Jane and Tenny Moss
February 10 Mary Gooden February 10 Mary Howell Feb. 10 Pam and Bob Barnett
February 17 Marilyn Chapman February 17 Diane Smith Feb. 17 Rebecca and Bill Barnett
February 24 Virginia Jordan February 24 Henry Revell Feb 24 Rhonda and Tim Dickerson
March 2 Liz Gatchell March 2 Claire McNeill March 2  Karen Pattillo/Nola Marshall
March 9 Dot Collins March 9 Betsey Johnson March 9 Martha and Ronnie Houser
March 16 Marilyn Flick March 16 Kelly Hewitt March 16 Lee Carroll
March 23 Kay Garren March 23 Jane Thrower March 23 Robin Young
March 30 Melanie Neal March 30 Tom Hawkins March 30 Jane and Kent Coker
If you are unable to meet your
commitment, please contact the FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
next person on the list.
February 4 Peggy Andrews February 17 George Beck
C.J. Clarke, Jr. February 18 Virginia McMillan
(1 February 5 Jer Smith Lenair Thrower
Susan Smith February 20 Anna Enzor
February 6 Steve Caulkins February 21 Dee Smith
February 7 Martha Caskey February 25 Debbie Filyaw
February 8 Mike Robb Jerry Smith
Alex Shores February 28 Karen Pattillo
Eric Shores
February 12 Albert Miller
February 14 Judy Feimster Q O
Michael Morgan i . .
FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES Doris Stubbs :%fz’
February 2 Bobbie and Charles Carnell February 15 Heather Gerrald

Mae and Frank Taylor
February 12 Carol and Ernie Davis
February 14 Jean and Sam Broughton
Margaret and Ron Rogers
February 16 Jerie and H.A. Barrow
February 20 Cherry and Burnie Gerrald
February 21 Sherrelle & Henry Revell

NEWSLETTER FOLDERS
Claire McNeill
Leona Tomlinson
Virginia Jordan
Betsey Johnson
Romona Smith
Frank Taylor

THANK YOU!
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ARE YOU A TEAM PLAYER?

Fostering a spirit of teamwork is critical in times of change. The key element is trust. Trust for the leader and
trust for each other.

There is a wonderful story from the play, Some Folks Feel the Rain; Others Just Get Wet, that truly captures how
people really feel about working together. Here it is...Enjoy!

A man was lost while driving through the country. As he tried to reach for the map, he accidentally drove off the
road into a ditch. Though he wasn’t injured, his car was stuck deep in the mud. So the man walked to a nearby

farm to ask for help.

“Warwick can get you out of that ditch,” said the farmer, pointing to an old mule standing in a field. The man
looked at the decrepit old mule and looked at the farmer who just stood there repeating, “Yep, old Warwick can
do the job.” The man figured he had nothing to lose. The two men and the mule made their way back to the
ditch. The farmer hitched the mule to the car. With a snap of the reins, he shouted,

“Pull, Fred! Pull, Jack! Pull, Ted! Pull, Warwick!”

And the mule pulled that car right out of the ditch.

The man was amazed. He thanked the farmer, patted the mule, and asked, “Why did you call out all of those
names before you called Warwick?”

The farmer grinned and said, “Old Warwick is just about blind. As long as he believes he’s part of a team, he
doesn’t mind pulling.”

Are you a part of the John Calvin team?




