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JOHN CALVIN NEWS

PASTOR NOTES

Living into our Callingt

As John Calvin Presbyterian Church considers her future and her place in God’s life
and work, the meaning of a single word must be wrestled with and ultimately em-
braced. The word is “missional.”

In short, “missional” describes the church that understands “mission,” not as a
mere program, but as the reason for the church’s existence. As the church, we are
who we are because we have been called and sent by God in the power of the
Spirit to be witnesses to Jesus Christ in all that we do (John 20:21; Acts 1:8). We
exist as a result of and for the sake of God’s mission to redeem humanity. The
church doesn’t exist for itself. Rather, it exists to reveal God'’s life, work and reign
in the world.

The “missionary” character of the church is especially important in North America
where for centuries “going to church” was the socially appropriate thing to do for
many people. Churches were understood to be buildings, staffed by religious pro-
fessionals that could fulfill their purpose by providing appealing programs and ser-
vices, thereby attracting more individuals. Usually, this understanding of the
church is inward toward the institution, instead of outward toward the world.

But as Western culture has changed, and people are no longer expected to “go to
church,” this way of “doing church” has resulted in decline among mainline de-
nominations including the Presbyterian Church (USA). To be missional means to
rediscover the world as a mission field, thereby rediscovering our God-given pur-
pose. Missional living begins with understanding of our identity and calling as the
church of Jesus Christ. Accurate understanding of identity and calling will elimi-
nate the perception that attracting others to the church is optional. The missional
church knows that buildings and programs will not attract our neighbors and the
world into the church. Rather, they will be attracted to the church as we bear wit-
ness to the love of God in Jesus Christ. John Calvin must adapt her organizational
structures to the needs of God’s mission.

God has gifted John Calvin Church to participate in God’s life and work in our
neighborhoods, in our region of the world, and indeed to the ends of the earth.
How has God called and equipped you to join in his Kingdom mission? It is the
missional church’s responsibility to ensure that you are equipped to live
“missionally” wherever you may be while also ensuring that “where you are” does
not limit your reach, but frees you to extend the love of God to the world. How
would John Calvin and the church universal be different if you and your brothers
and sisters in Christ really believed that you exist and are equipped to be God’s
radical ambassadors of reconciliation to the world? These are questions that fos-
ter missional renewal and which we will address soon!

1 Adapted for JCPC application from an article by Presbyterian Global Fellowship
www.presbyterianglobalfellowship.org
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TREASURER”S REPORT

January, 2008 Budgeted Actual Over/Under
Income $29,218.33 $24,060.12 $5,158.21 under
Expenditures $29,218.33 $25,852.55 $3,365.78 under

After a great year financially in 2007, we are off to a slow start this year. Thus far in February, we are on track
to meet this month’s budget. Receiving your contribution in a timely manner enables the church to meet its ob-

ligations.
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ltds Remarkable What Your Gift Will Do
March 23rd, 2008 2008 SPRINGFEST- March 29th

For more than fifty years, Presbyterians have joined
with Christians throughout the nation in supporting
One Great Hour of Sharing, responding to Christ's love
for all people by joyfully sharing that love with people
in need. The refugee and the stranger have found
food and safe shelter; those stunned by the aftermath
of disasters have found relief and help rebuilding; and
communities seeking to take control of their future
have found partners in development. Presbyterians'
gifts support the work of The Presbyterian Committee
for the Self-Development of People, Presbyterian Dis-
aster Assistance, and the Presbyterian Hunger Pro-
gram. The hundreds of millions of dollars Presbyteri-
ans have given over the last half century have en-
abled a powerful witness to the love of the One who
came that al might have life more abundantly.

This annual offering will be received during worship
on Easter Sunday, March 23rd. Distribution of the
offering is as follows:

36%-Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
32%- Presbyterian Hunger Program
32%- Self-Development of People

The Caring and Fellowship and Evangelism Commit-
tees invite you and your family to participate in the
Spring Fest on March 29th from 2:30-6:00 p.m.

Dinner will be served at 5:00 p.m.

We will have hot dogs, hamburgers, and all the fix-
ings. There will be a Bake Sale and games for chil-
dren of all ages.

There will be a Plant Sale to assist the youth with
their summer trip. Check the bulletin for additional
information on the plants available for purchase as
you plan your summer garden.

Please call the church
office to register for
SpringFest.



http://www.pcusa.org/sdop/
http://www.pcusa.org/pda/
http://www.pcusa.org/pda/
http://www.pcusa.org/hunger/
http://www.pcusa.org/hunger/
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Joe and | want to thank you for your visits, cards,
thoughts, and especially your prayers during the
sudden death of my brother, Francis E. Mobley.
Your generous caring and loving kindness was
comforting. This is why we chose John Calvin Pres-
byterian Church two years ago.

Love in Christ,
Martha M. Caskey

Please accept our sincere thanks and appreciation
for all you have done for the Robb family-the food,
supplies, visits, cards, and lovely service for Carl.
We are so very grateful for such a loving church
family.

Sincerely,
The Robb Family

Women’s Sunday- April 13th

We will have a special speaker on Women’s Sun-
day, April 13th. Ms. Dottie Metropole will join us for
the Worship Service.

Please join the women after the service for lunch.
Meat will be provided. Bring a covered dish and
help us celebrate The Women'’s Birthday Offering.

Vacation Bible School Planned

The dates for Vacation Bible School are Sunday,
June 22nd- Wednesday, June 25th.

If you would like to volunteer in any capacity,
please contact Betty Anne Smith at 665-1345 or
bettyasmith@bellsouth.net.

MEMORIALS

Margaret Marshall by:

Elaine Gettys

Carolyn Cameron

Mr. And Mrs. Warren Carter
Mrs. Charlie Cook

Mr. And Mrs. Kenneth Bowen
Gail Smith

Pam Coker

Ford Nalley by:

Bernice Rasey

Norman Stay by:
Elva Stay

Rebecca Keasler by:

Jane and Tenny Moss

Joyce Hyman

Thelma and Harlan Hawkins
Dot and Braxton Collins

Carl Robb by:

Irene McElveen
Thelma and Harlan Hawkins
Beverly and John Harrell

Betty Beck by:

Irene McElveen

Thelma and Harlan Hawkins
Beverly and John Harrell
Betty Jo Crowell Beck
Bernice Rasey

Adam Robinson by:

Thelma and Harlan Hawkins

Cecil Rasey by:

Bernice Rasey
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CHILDREN’S WORKERS for MARCH and APRIL
INFANTS 2and3 Year Ol ds
March 2 Liz Gatchell March 2 Claire McNeill March 2  Karen Pattillo/Nola Marshall
March 9 Dot Collins March 9 Betsey Johnson March 9 Martha and Ronnie Houser
March 16 Marilyn Flick March 16 Kelly Hewitt March 16 Lee Carroll
March 23 Kay Garren March 23 Jane Thrower March 23 Robin Young
March 30 Melanie Neal March 30 Tom Hawkins March 30 Jane and Kent Coker
April 6 Debbie Filyaw April 6 Romona Smith April 6 Allison and Chris Clarke
April 13 Mike Robb April 13 Alice Baker April 13 Carolyn Broyhill/Lisa Ard
April 20 Leona Tomlinson April 20 Heather Gerrald April 20 Phyllis Thomas
April 27 Judy Feimster April 27 Pam Bishop April 27 Jane and Kent Coker
commiment picase contac the MARCH BIRTHDAYS
next person on the list.
March 2 Jay Humphreys March 24 Melia Evans
Joyce Hyman March 26 Romona Smith
7 March 3 Virginia Davidson March 28 Rhonda Dickerson
March 6 Tracy Banicki Kay Hanson
March 7 Linda Mallick March 29 Al Feimster
March 8 Mike Feimster Julia Krebs
March 9 Anna Barnett March 30 Bryson Carter
March 10 Kimberly Dickerson Cile Carter
Margaret Caulkins Shirley Thow
March 14 Danny McElveen Leona Tomlinson
Alex Nexsen March 31 Kathy Johnson
March 16 Matt Broughton
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES March 17 William Barnett
March 5 Shirley and Larry Thow March 23 Dot Collins
March 7 Martha and Arlis Welch
March 22 Jane and Lenair Thrower NEWSLETTER FOLDERS
March 23  Suk and Ben Sasser Claire McNeill
March 24 Jean and John Cain Leona Tomlinson
March 29  Dixie and Rich Schaner

Virginia Jordan
Dan McNeill
Romona Smith
Courtney Stukes
THANK YOU!
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OA smile i1 s the
so keep smiling and lighten your
worries.®o

Author Unknown
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